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Atheism is defined by the Vedantic doctors
as unbelief in the divinity of the soul, but
knowledge has saving power: when God is
known, the heart is at rest, and the weary
round of sans&ra (transmigration) ends in
eternal peace. Shankara declares that a
righteous life and meritorious acts, though
promoting godliness and preparing the heart
for moksha (freedom), cannot directly save ;
the soul has yet to learn that it always has
been, is now, and ever shall be divine, and
nothing but divine.

However strange the doctrine that the soul
is one with God may appear to us, there can
be no doubt that Vedanta has been a blessing
and a source of strength to untold numbers of
Hindus who, without that guiding star, might
have suffered moral shipwreck, tossed about
as they have been in the contending waves of
religious strife which has agitated India for
several thousand years. Vedanta seems to us
a practical creed which, if taken in earnest,
cannot but enrich and ennoble life, in the

means literally "measurable." The idea of measuring
is at the root of matter as well as mind, (man&s in
Sanskrit). Mind is the faculty of measuring, weighing,
judging things. The Vedic hymns are called Mantra
poetry because they are composed in a sacred metre or
measure.